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LECTURE LOOKS AT ORIGINS, POWER OF US CONSTITUTION 
MISSOULA—
The final installment of the 2008-09 President's Lecture Series at The University of Montana -  
"Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution" -  will begin at 8 p.m. Monday, April 20, in the 
University Theatre.
The lecture will be presented by Woody Holton, associate professor of history at the University 
of Richmond and author of a book of the same title, published in 2007. The book was named "Best Book 
of the Year" by the Boston Globe and was a finalist for the 2007 National Book Award and the 2008 
George Washington Book Prize.
Holton argues that the political realities of today have arisen from early institutional 
arrangements designed to control what Alexander Hamilton called "an excess of democracy." He will 
discuss whether the limitations imposed on American democracy at the country's founding can be 
erased.
The event is UM's annual Lucile Speer Memorial Lecture.
Earlier that day, from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Holton will give a seminar titled "Abigail Adams: 
Entrepreneur" in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
Both events are free and open to the public.
Holton received a bachelor's degree in English literature from the University of Virginia in 1981
and a doctorate in American history from Duke University in 1990. He is the author of the award­
winning book "Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the American Revolution in 
Virginia." His newest book, "Abigail Adams: A Life," will be published this year.
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